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CHAPTER 1. 

1 1819-33- 1 

Waterloo was won at Moscow. By this we mean 
that the Russian campaig'n, by extirpatinj; a hirfre 
part of the soldierly manhood of France, and {riving 
the necessary breathing-space to the many enemies 
of Napoleon, thereby dooming him, with one nation 
at his back, to fight a world, while Wellington, 
with a world at his back, fought one nation, the 
Russian campaign may be held as the remote cause 
of the Belgian victory. 

And this historical mot proves to be a very 
useful text, from which many sermons ran be 
preached if necessary. For in almost every life it 
will be found that some antecedent circumstanre, 
often some very small thing indeed, must at tin- 
last analy.sis Imvc been the seed of whnt appein-. 
as an isolated phenomenon and glory. So wr »lo 



LIFE OF 


not think It any exao-o-eralion to assert tint Ir o 
father of John Ruskin had sold a few hundr . '' 

butts of sherry less his son u-ould no( hai-e alt ^ " 
the almost pontifical position - for so i( came t 
that he has held in the msthe.ic domai.; ■iro;;: 

Few men of genius have owed so „mch to n,- 
ceding external conditions of cnvironnicnl as |oln' 
kuskm owed to them; and this statement ' is 
course, to be considered in 

nch and far-travelled could gain entrance' ' 
much later days than those which saw , ’ 

Modern Painlcrs. The farmer I' ‘ssiie of 

much more than his owi'i genius. ul 's'om'e"“h 
writing-paper, to take the world hv assaulT 1^; 

Albani would conccivablv have nee.I . i ’ ‘ ‘ 

importance beyond hcr\-oico and ^ ' "'’“""R of 
gowns; G. F. Watts had h • 
mformal years at an art school 
oneself with all the best iviini' ' • ■“■'d>‘;‘mt 

Of E.,:: 

driving to see a particular clchine-''i, ^ 

erected in a cathedral chapel 

abbot. its';. ' i',:;- 'trr 

of a Bmdeker’s Haiidbocik- /if 

enormous expenditure i ^nxojvcs uj, 

•binr, b„. ittf";'!":'' t " '"•■"i’ 

Ruskin’s life was one lont» ] ^ 



/q‘//JVIiUSA'IN. 3 

While we do not say, and wou'd nev'cr dream of 
saying:, that Ruskin, if horn in a less fortunaU- 
position, would not have boon a gn-eat man, xve do 
say that he would not have been our foremost 
artistic philosopher. And now, with this short 
apology, some little time may be spent in consider- 
ing has parentage and early years, chiefly in the 
light shed by his own loving memories. 

I he father, John Ruskin, senior, wa.s a man of a 
remarkable type, who combined an extraordinary 
keenness in his trade of wine-morchant witli tire- 
less appreciation of all beauty, whether real or ideal 
whether amid the peaks of the Apennines or in the 
works of the noblest poets, a man of the sort whose 
scarcity was deplored by Matthew Arnold in the 
course of his reflections upon a nation of Philistines. 
He canie of a race originally Knglish, hut re.sident 

to have had a .somewhat unpractical and even spend- 
thrift being for his immediate progenitor, according 
to all accounts ; assuredly, the author of Pneh'ritn 

municative ‘ 

But it must be recorded that John Rmskin, .senior, 
while yet a youth in the Pair City, had the moruZ, 
bon of seeing his father declining both physically 
and hnancially, and ultimately stood, a man rntirffv 

jr -rho;!: «« a. 

I pt* Ihtti, uidaecJ, he showed what 

.oul h« H. W„, anril, !” 

Where he had served already In various 



